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...Excelent condition,....came with the DVD....outstanding...!!! Being from Puerto Rico....after

receiving this treasure...every weekend or free time is special. This is my second one..great. Thanks

I didn't expect too much when ordering this book at the last minute but when put to use on my

birding trip in Puerto Rico....it was great!!!! The information provided was quite up to date, along with

excellent photos. Haven't even listened to the CD that comes with it yet, but noted that it was for

sale separately in a gift shop at Arecibo. If it's anything like the book, it's great.Several people in my

group will probably purchase this book & CD combo. It was a pleasant surprise, purchased at the

last minute, before my trip.



15 of us recently spent a week in Puerto Rico and most of us had this book. We found it the best of

only two available books. The photographs are good and the information on where to find the birds

was very helpful. In most cases there is only one picture of each bird, so identification of juvies and

females can be a bit difficult. The other book (sorry, can't remember the name) is out of date, but

has color plates (drawings) that show more varieties. For me, an intermediate birder, the book was

just right.

The CD is a great part of this book.

A fantastic book with great information on Puerto Rico birds. I specially love the CD that comes with

it. Bird watchers will love this book.

Basics: 2000, 2nd edition, softcover, 129 pages, 300 color photos of 181 species, CD with 1,300

photos of 335 species, audio clips, no range mapsCompared to other bird books on Puerto Rico or

the Caribbean, this book is not formatted to be used as a field guide. Instead, it is a photographic

overview of the island's 181 resident and visiting birds, but not the other 150 less common vagrants.

Each page covers 1-2 species with 1-4 photos and 1-5 paragraphs of text. As one would hope,

greater coverage and more photos are given to the Puerto Rican endemics and the Caribbean

specialties.The color photographs are generally good and are shown in appropriate sizes. Some of

them are a little grainy and others might lean towards small, but nothing too bad.The text gives the

usual contents of identification, habitat, habits, status, conservation, and range. Three-quarters of

the text is dedicated to the bird's habits, status, and conservation, reinforcing this book is not geared

to be used as a field guide. It is an at-home reference to review and learn about the more common

Puerto Rican birds.Enhancing the photographic content of this book is a CD attached to the inside,

back cover. This CD contains 1,300 photos of all 335 species to have occurred on the island. Each

bird has anywhere between 1 and 16 color photos. Just as in the book, text is offered for the

species, often with additional material not found within the book. A nice addition is the inclusion of

sound clips for most of the expected birds. The quality of the photos are not as good as those found

inside the book, but they do offer more poses and variations. The CD was created to run on both

Windows and Mac. It's worked for me with no problems on Windows 2000 and XP.I've listed several

related books below...1)Â A Guide to the Birds of Puerto Rico and the Virgin IslandsÂ by

Raffaele2)Â Las aves de Puerto RicoÂ by Biaggi3) Birds of the West Indies by Bond4)Â Birds of the



West IndiesÂ by Raffaele5)Â A Guide to the Birds of the West IndiesÂ by Raffaele6)Â Photographic

Guide to Birds of the West IndiesÂ by Flieg

This is the perfect guide book for birding in Puerto Rico. The photographs, 1340 in all, are brilliant,

and the text is detailed and rich in information. The guide itself will easily fit into a pocket or day

pack and so when out in the field you will have it at your fingertips.What's unique about this guide is

the excellent CD-Rom that comes with it -- this will help you before you go to know what the birds

look like, their calls, their behavior and where you can find them once in Puerto Rico. I used the

CD-Rom to check out three of my favorite PR birds and was amazed at the numerous and gorgeous

pictures, the superb quality of the audio recordings and the information Oberle has reproduced in

this book. For instance, regarding the Puerto Rican Tody (one of the 17 PR endemics covered in

this guide as well as over 320 other birds), there were a dozen different pictures of the Tody

including fabulous close-ups. The information Oberle gives includes identification, voice with audio,

habitat, habits, range, status and conservation, taxonomy and related books and articles about the

Tody. The Tody is a tiny forest bird with emerald green upperparts and a bright red bill and throat --

everytime I see one I think of a Christmas tree ornament, they are so cute! Oberle discusses in

detail what they eat: katydids, grasshoppers, earwings and dragonflies, and discusses as well their

foraging techniques. Because Oberle goes into such great detail about ID and habitat/habits, I think

this is the best guide to enable one to actually find the birds once in PR.I also checked out the PR

Woodpecker and found those pictures, audio and habitat/habits information just as extensive as that

about the Tody. I learned that the woodpecker's stiff tail feathers helps it to gain balance while

chiseling at tree bark to find its favorite insects, including earwings, beetle larvae and ants. I

discovered it occasionally eats scorpions and and lizards! Oberle informs the reader that a good

place to find the woodpecker is around the parking lot of the El Portal visitor Center at the El

Yungue national park.A third bird that is well covered in both the CD and guide is the Pin-tailed

Whydah, which has a most remarkable long tail and perches on wires and branches. I was

surprised to learn that the female is like our parasitic cowbird and doesn't build her own nest but

drops her eggs in other birds' nests.Oberle has done a splendid job of bringing together in a

compact book all the information and photgraphs of birds that you will need when out in the field.

Because he cares so much about these birds and the environment, he also has special sections at

the begining of the book on conservation efforts, migratory birds that winter in PR, and the extinction

issues that face too many birds and other wildlife today in Puerto Rico and elsewhere.To anyone

going to Puerto Rico who plans to do some birding, I heartily recommend this book and CD-Rom to



you.
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